
Dear Nutcracker Families, 
 
This email has all of the important details you need for the Nutcracker Extravaganza 
Dress Rehearsals and performance this coming week! Please read carefully. Reminders 
and signage will be posted, and staff will be available to guide families at the theatre. All 
details can be referenced on the Events webpage.  
 
Parents and students are encouraged to ask questions now; please do not wait until 
Thursday evening. Once we are at the Villa Victoria Theatre, Dawn, Sam, and Gabriella 
will be pouring themselves into the on-stage details to make the dress rehearsal and 
show safe, smooth and successful. It will be very difficult to answer questions at the 
theatre. 
 
Call: 609-737-1264 
Email: office@thepenningtonstudio.com 
 
 
Location 
 
Villa Victoria Theatre 
376 West Upper Ferry Road 
Ewing, NJ 08628 
 

 
Drop Off Procedure – before Dress Rehearsals & Performance 
 

(1) All students should arrive at the theatre in full costume, hair and makeup with 
proper tights and shoes - review Costume Instruction Document if needed. Please 
check all pockets of the garment bag for complete costume accessories.  

 
- Performers are encouraged but not required to wear eye makeup. We 

recommend eyeshadow and mascara, and possibly eyeliner and 
foundation for older students. Please do whatever you feel comfortable 
with for your child. We want to be able to see their features, but not to 
paint them up extravagantly. 

- Makeup tutorial for young dancers (3:42) 
- Natural look ballet stage makeup (5:43) 
- Dramatic stage makeup for older dancers (11:59) 
- Low bun using bun buddy – long and short hair (6:46) 

 
- Students in more than 1 dance should arrive in the costume of the dance 

that they perform first (see rehearsal schedule) and bring their additional 
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costume(s) and all their parts in costume bags. Your child will be shown 
where they can change backstage in between dances. 

 
(2) Students will be supervised continuously backstage. No parent will be permitted 

in the wings on the side of stage without a designated pass.  
 

- ABC, Kindergarten, and Level 1: One parent must bring your child and 
their belongings backstage at their call time on Saturday and Sunday. 
Please do not linger backstage unless you have signed up with Ms. Sam 
(office@thepenningtonstudio.com) as a parent volunteer. Please ensure 
that students (especially younger ones) have used the restroom before 
checking them in to the backstage staff. 

 
- Levels 2 and up will be checked in to the backstage area by TPS staff. 

Parents/families are not permitted backstage unless they have signed up 
with Ms. Sam (office@thepenningtonstudio.com) as a parent volunteer. 

 
(3) Students should bring a water bottle with their first & last name on it, but please 

do not send them snacks or unnecessary items. 
 
 
Pick Up Procedure – after Dress Rehearsals & Performance 
 

(1) ABC, Kindergarten, and Level 1: One parent must collect your child and their 
belongings from backstage on Saturday and Sunday. 

 
(2) Levels 2 and up will be signed out from the backstage check-in area where they 

were dropped off. Please send only one parent to collect your child(ren) and their 
belongings. If anyone other than a parent will be collecting your child(ren), 
please let us know now. Groups will be dismissed one at a time youngest to oldest 
to limit the number of people in the hallway after the show. 
 

(3) Please be sure to bring home everything that was brought to the theatre. 
 
 
Theatre Photo & Video Policy 
 
James Cleary of Big Apple Little Bites will provide a professional video recording to 
families free of charge before Christmas. 
 
Audience members taking photos and video during the performance is distracting to 
performers and other audience members. Performing arts are meant to be offered and 
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experienced live. Taking personal videos or photos during the performance is 
prohibited. The lobby and campus will provide a lovely background for capturing 
photos before and after the show. To protect the privacy of students, under no 
circumstances are backstage photos allowed. 
 
 
Rules & Expectations 
 

(1) We will be professionally filming and photographing the dress rehearsal as well 
as the performance. Simultaneously, we are working with our sound and lighting 
technicians and practicing transitions. Because of this working environment, no 
one except staff and performers are permitted in the auditorium 
during the dress rehearsals. Families are free to leave and come back, or 
they may stay in the lobby. 

 
(2) Label/initial the inside of your child’s belongings (e.g. shoes, tights, etc.). 

 
(3) No jewelry or watches. 

 
(4) Please don't send valuable items backstage with your dancer; we cannot be 

responsible for lost items. 
 
 
Backstage Environment 
 

(1) While the dancers are waiting to go on stage for the dress rehearsal and 
performance, they will stay in their assigned “dressing room”. There will be a TV 
streaming what is happening on stage so that students backstage can see. We will 
also provide paper and crayons. You may send students with additional quiet and 
mess-free activities if you’d like, though minimal personal items backstage is 
ideal. No beads / jewelry making kits.  

 
(2) We will have water on hand for refills and school-friendly, allergen-free dry 

snacks backstage. Please do not send students backstage with personal snacks. If 
your child has special dietary needs, please contact us. Ideally, food/meals will be 
consumed during breaks with parents in the lobby or outside the theatre. 

 
(3) If anyone is interested in assisting backstage during dress rehearsal, please 

contact Sam: office@thepenningtonstudio.com. More volunteers are always 
welcome! 
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Tickets 
 
There are still a few seats left! Tickets are open to the public; neighbors and other 
community members are welcome. Purchase here. 
 
Doors open to the auditorium 30 minutes before the show. Please be ready to present 
your tickets with your full party entering the auditorium together.  
 
Any remaining available tickets may be purchased in the lobby (look for QR signs) for 
$25. 
 
 
Program 
 
Programs will be digital only and emailed out on Saturday. Please save this email and 
forward to other members of your party to access the program for the show. 
 
The program will also be accessible at the top of our Events webpage, on our homepage, 
or via a QR code poster in the lobby on show day. 
 
 
Emergency Contacts 
 

- Samantha Jeanne: office@thepenningtonstudio.com; 302-345-9990 
- Gabriella Cunha: gabriella@thepenningtonstudio.com; 609-480-6238 

 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and support as we create a memorable event for your 
children as a community! 
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